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attendrnce ‘all subject
classes in memnmerlt First
Grade Colleges in the State,
the Department for Colle-

| g“iai'e Pducation has decided
dicitated |

to install portable biometric
fingerprint authenticators in
all colleges under its jurisdic-
tion this academic year.

The department has in-
stallad the device in 10 go-
vernment colleges and it has
started yielding positive re-
sults. The device is designed
and developed by a Banga-
lore-based company, Man-
vish e-T'ech Private Ltd. in
collaboration  with  State-
owned ¥arnataka State Elec-

Mangal- | tronics Development Corpo-

nager S.
ient,

[

| ration Limited (KEONICS).

| The devic e,

whirh is the size
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tone inscripiion found at Hirenallur in

of a cell phone, costs Rs.
7,500, according to sources in
the Department for Colle-
giate Education,

In the beginning of this
academic year, three devices
each were provided to Mah-
arani Arts College, and Go-
vernment Science College,
Bangalore; Government Arts
College, Tumkur; Govern-
ment Boys College, Mandya;
Maharani College, Mysore;
Government First Grade Col-
leges in Karwar, Bijapur, Bel-
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on natural and organic farming. They even orgamse
exhibition and sale of produce grown in their fields.
SHANKAR BENNUR INMYSORE

lary, Gulbarga and Hassan
districts. The private engi-
neering colleges in Tumkur
and Bangalore had been using
the device to record students’
attendance and academic
performance, the official said.

The students had to swipe
their fingers on the device to
register their attendance in
the class. “A digital hand-held
biometric device automati-
cally captures the attendance
of the enrolled students” said
S. Madan Gopal, Director,

Business Development,
Manvish,
To check boycott

The department decided to
use biometric devices to
check “boycotting of classes”
by students in government
colieges. Nearly, two lakh stu-
dents enrolled in 349 govern-

ment colleges in the State.
The pass percentage in go-
vernment colleges was ' legs
compared to the results in
private Lolleges The percent-

age pass in government col- _

leges was 37 in 2001-02, 40 in
2002-03,521n 2003-04, 49 in
2004-05, 58 in 2005-06.

The use of the device would
help track attendance of stu-
dents in each class in a day.
This would discourage stu-
dents from playing truant,
the oificial said.

The attendance registered
in the device could be down-
loaded through web-enabled
application software that is
hosted on a centrally located
server in the college prem-
ises. At present, although
access is provided to faculty
and management in all 10 col-
leges. .



